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Roxann B Borisch

From: Tessa Brinckman <archflutista@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2018 3:46 AM

To: ODFW.Wildlifeinfo@state.orus

Subject: Humboldt Marten protection

To whom it may concern at the Wildlife Division:

The Humboldt martens were believed extinct until not too long ago, and instead of celebrating the discovery
that the species still exists, Oregon is refusing to even consider the matter.

Without state protection they are unlikely to survive for future generations of Oregonians.

The logging of old-growth forests and fur trapping has decimated and separated populations.Populations on the
southern coast are now threatened by severe wildfires and rodent poisons used in marijuana cultivation.
Populations on the central coast are threatened by vehicle mortalities on Highway 101 and lack of suitable

mature forest diversity.

Please support and undertake measures to protect the Humboldt martens.

Sincerely

Tessa Brinckman
P O Box 1072
Talent OR 97540

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE smartphone




Roxann B Borisch
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From: Pamela Fawcett Moore <bmoore@nctv.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 6:23 AM

To: ODFW.WildlifeInfo@state.or.us

Subject: Humboldt Martens /trapping

| read with horror that you are taking the Humboldt Martin off protection, and that you allow
trapping for skinning them. Good god, here | was proud of my birth state for responsible
environmental policies, and | read of this truly depraved practice. Have you always allowed
trapping for fur? Do you allow the same for other species that have nice coats?

Get real, Oregon! Most people will not wear animal furs because of the cruelty that goes into
their deaths, ie, trapping. And how many tiny martens to make a coat? What a waste!

Why would you condone this? | thought Oregon was a caring state, protecting lands, owls,
bats, fish. Not so much | guess.

| would appreciate an explanation of why ODFW changed the protections for this valuable
predator.

Very disappointed.
Pamela Fawcett-Moore
5121 Plum Avenue

Mt Shasta. CA 96067
530-926-3715

Sent from my iPhone




Roxann B Borisch
. IR A L - ]

From: sageedit@aol.com

Sent: Monday, October 8, 2018 2:571 PM
To: ODFW.Wildlifelnfo@state.or.us
Subject: Protect Humbeoldt martens!

We have a reprieve—these small carnivores were thought to be extinct, but they are not! We have a
chance to help this struggling species reclaim its Oregon niche. Wildfires have devastated so many,
as has heavy pesticide use; let's do what we can to protect our fellow residents of this planet and give
them a second chance.

Thanks for rethinking the Fish and Wildlife position on this—these are your constituents; be their
voice in government.

Sally Jane Gellert

Woodcliff Lake, N.J.
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From: Amy Patrick <amy@aregonhunters.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 1:39 PM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us
Subject: Submission for Sept ODFW Commission Meeting
Attachments: Marten Letter 8.19.19.docx
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
Categories: Forwarded to Wildlife

Please find the attached letter regarding the marten trapping topic; we would like to include this letter in the
commission packet for the September 13 meeting,

Thank you,

Amy Patrick

Cutreach Coordinator
Oregon Hunters Association
503-949-9785
amy@oregonhunters.org
www.oregonhunters.org




OREGON HUNTERS ASSOCIATION

g
HA Protecting Oregon’s Wildlife, Habitat and Hunting Heritage
P.O. Box 17086, Medford, OR 97501 « (541) 772-7313

OREGDN HUNTERS ASSOCIATAON oha@oregonhunters.org « oregonhunters.org

August 19, 2019

Chair Finley, Commissioners, and Director Melcher,

The Oregon Hunters Association has voiced strong opposition to the APA petition to ban marten trapping
west of the I-5 corridor since its presentation to the commission in August 2018. We continue to have
concerns regarding the lack of scientific evidence presented to support the petition’s requests.

Currently, there are on-going research projects focused on the marten population in western Oregon. In
light of these studies, we support the recommended rules changes proposed by ODFW staff.

« Setting aside the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area as a non-marten trapping area supports the
current research projects while continuing to allow use of this management tool for marten predators,
such as bobcats.

» While trapping has been virtually non-existent in recent years, turning in the carcass of any marten
trapped, including roadkill, will assist in the on-going research by ODFW and additional organizations.

OHA supports science-based management of Oregon’s wildlife, both game and non-game species. The
rules changes proposed by staff are based on factual agency reports and offer support to the on-going
research of the marten population, In the absence of this research, any broad-sweeping rules changes set
the dangerous precedent of eliminating impactful management tools without clear scientific justification.

Sincerely,

Fred Walasavage
OHA Chair




Roxann B Borisch

RS L ERREREE M B
From: Jim Soares <jims@eoni.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2019 7:04 AM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us
Attachments: coastal marten.doc
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
Categories: Forwarded to Wildlife
ODFW Commission,

Attached is a letter to the commission we would like placed in the packet regarding the coastal marten at the September
commission meeting.

Thank you
Jim Soares

jims@eoni.com
Cell 541-805-5194




To: Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission

RE: Coastal Marten

The Oregon Trappers Association has some serious concerns with the direction this
commission seems to be taking concerning the coastal marten. We feel the research paper
“Density and population viability of coastal marten: a rare and geographically isolated
small carnivore” was ill conceived and incomplete. We also feel some of the facts
concerning coastal marten are being ignored by this commission. Following are the facts
this commission needs to be aware of.

Fact 1: Since 2015 no marten have been trapped in Coos, western Douglas, western Lane
and Lincoln counties. During this same time three marten were killed by researchers, two
of those being illegal since they were not taken under permit.

Fact 2: The density of the marten population in the Oregon Dunes National Recreation
Area (ODNRA) is by far the densest known marten population in North America.

Fact 3: Marten have been found both north and south of the Oregon Dunes National
Recreation Area, and in other areas up and down the coast. Therefore it has not been
proven that this population in the dunes is geographically isolated.

The only thing proven by this research is that coastal marten exist in the ODNRA and in
denser numbers than any other known population in North America. We also know that
matten have been found to exist both north and south of the ODNRA. So are they really
geographically isolated as this research paper states? The real question for research is
why has this population of marten become so successful in an area that is not normally
considered marten habitat?

We believe these facts all indicate that trapping has not had any negative effects on the
coastal marten. Despite this, stopping trapping is the only measure being targeted to
“save” the marten, a population that appears to be thriving.

Our fears are that some members of this commission might be driven by factors that are
more of a political nature. It has become apparent that there is a faction that does not
approve of trapping and would shut us down if they could. Trappers care deeply for the
furbearers that we help to manage. They work within the guidelines set by Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife and take an active role in establishing regulations that
insure all our furbearer populations will remain healthy for generations to come.
Furbearers are a resource that is renewable on a yearly basis and trappers work towards
maintaining them at peak numbers compatible with their habitat.

The Oregon Trappers Association will support the proposed regulations set forth by the
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, to close marten trapping in the Oregon Dunes
National Recreation Area and require all marten carcasses be turned in to ODFW within

five days.




PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE

Received October 16, 2018 to June 13, 2019

209 individuals submitted the attached letter
(Letter and List Attached)
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From: Bruce Forster <bruceforster25@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 10:12 AM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us
Subject: Protect the Humboldt Marten!

Dear ODFW Commission:

| am writing you to urge you to take immediate action regarding the imperiled Humboldt
marten.

First, | would ask you to implement the ban of trapping practices that could kill martens in the
central and southern coastal areas of Oregon. The Department has not taken any action to
implement the restrictions you passed in August, and the trapping season begins in November.
An emergency rule may be necessary to ensure that the species does not go extinct. Recent
studies have concluded that the loss of just a few individual martens annually could lead to
imminent extinction of the species.

Second, | am requesting that you revisit your decision to not list the Humboldt marten as an
"endangered species.” The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently proposed the species for
listing under the federal Endangered Species Act, recognizing that the best available science
warrants listing for the species. However, finalizing the federal listing could take a couple of
years and again, current immediate threats that highways and trapping pose to the species fall
under state agency jurisdiction, and your leadership is needed to ensure the marten's

recovery.
Thank you for considering my comments!
Sincerely,

Bruce Forster

South Farm Granary

Lamesley Road
Gateshead, ot NE11 OET
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Roxann B Borisch

From: Lorraine Dumas <spanishlo@twc.com>
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 2:57 PM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us

Subject: Protect the Humboldt Marten!

Dear ODFW Commission:

| am writing you to urge you to take two actions regarding the imperiled Humboldt marten.

First, 1 would ask you to ban trapping practices that could kill martens in the central and
southern coastal areas of Oregon. This preliminary step is critical to ensuring that the species
does not go extinct. Recent studies have concluded that the loss of just a few individual
martens annually could lead to imminent extinction of the species.

Second, | am requesting that you list the Humboldt marten as an "endangered species.” The
current immediate threats that highways and trapping pose to the species fall under state
agency jurisdiction, and your leadership is needed to ensure the marten's recovery.

Thank you for considering my comments!

Sincerely,

Lorraine Dumas

2681 Trailwood Ln
Lexington, KY 40511
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Mr. Michael Finley

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE

Salem, OR 97302

Re: Petition for Marten Harvest rule amendments to OAR 635- 050

Dear Chair Finley and Members of the Commission,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our shared comments on proposed rulemaking for
marten harvest west of 1-5. The Oregon Forest & Industries Council and the Oregon Farm
Bureau have previously and continuously stated opposition to the proposed amendments via the
petition for rulemaking accepted by the Commission August 3, of 2018. It is our shared belief
that the acceptance of that petition and the proposed amendments represent a perilous course of
action that begins to erode the standard agency driven public process for rulemaking. Further, the
petition was founded on a lack of sufficient scientific evidence to support both the claims of
harm from trapping and the effectiveness of the amendments in addressing the suppositional
population threat.

The best place for sound science-based management of Oregon’s wildlife, both game and non-
game species lies within recommendations of the staff at ODFW. The process of repeatedly
petitioning the Commission for piecemeal actions via rulemaking will inevitably lead to a
counterproductive, misguided, and unwieldy process of public policy.

ORS 183.390 exists for the public to request the promulgation, amendment or repeal of a rule of
an agency. The statute establishes clear criteria for these petitions. It concerns us that groups
have politicized the Commission to operate counter to the statute with a petition under the
Oregon APA founded on the beginnings of a scientific review of a species population. Should an
urgent need for protection of the coastal marten or any species in Oregon arise, the Department
would either engage in rulemaking or accept a scientifically supported petition. In this specific
example, there has not been a single documented take from fur harvest activities of a coastal
marten since 2014.

The required data the trapping community provides through their mandatory reporting is well
established and invaluable in the management of other species. We believe that the broad brush
of banning trapping of marten west of I-5 would not only miss the mark for conservation of the
species but may inadvertently remove a valuable tool for information collection.
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Additionally, banning tree sets in the National Forests would only serve to continue the gradual
erosion of potentially necessary management tools, while simultaneously introducing
complicated enforcement goals. Taken together the original proposed amendments invoke
admonishment of trapping in general. Despite precise data showing the contrary, these actions
appear to seek a solution without clear evidence of a problem. The only certainty in setting
policy in this manner lies in impeding valuable management tools which can impact our ag
producers, foresters, and agencies’ ability to monitor populations and address threats.

Our concern is that agencies’ boards and commissions will continue to be pressured through the
petition process and the intention of the designed rulemaking becomes obsolete. There is danger
in establishing precedent of commissions being pressured into acting unilaterally to accept and
reward these efforts. As our organizations recognize that, identifying compromise to establish
workable policy by engaging with ODFW staff is critical. Our impacted communities have
agreed to demonstrate through leadership that while we don’t agree with the premise, we still
believe in the need to participate and be productive.

To that end, our organizations are supportive of the proposed amendment to the regulations set
forth by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, to close Marten trapping in the Oregon
Dunes National Recreation Area and require all marten carcasses taken west of 1-5 be turned in
to ODFW within five days. We would stop short of supporting anything beyond that.

Thank you for taking our testimony and considerations. We look forward to our ongoing work
with both the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Commission.

Kyle Williams
Director of Forest Protection
Oregon Forest & Industries Council

Jonathan Sandau
Oregon Farm Bureau Federation





